


[image: Yosemite:Users:chrobb:Downloads:internet2_logo_200pxtrans.gif]



Layer3 Community Group Report:
Consolidating TR-CPS and R&E











V0.1
26 February 2015




Background

<insert material from slides>

Future Architecture

Platform Consolidation

It’s clear that both the TR-CPS infrastructure and the Research and Education infrastructure serve different needs. While the R&E network is focused on abundant bandwidth, large elephant flows, and the maintenance of vast amounts of latent headroom, the TR-CPS network typically serves smaller flows and is more focused on maintaining an infrastructure investment profile that more closely mirrors the predictable traffic profile. The economics of the two networks are also vastly different with the R&E network serving traffic exchange between two Connectors with postalized network fees, while the TR-CPS network facilitates exchange between Connectors and commercial networks that require investment. It’s also the case that the Connectors largely treat these networks differently from both a cultural and operational stance. For these reasons, Internet2 will continue to maintain a logical separation of the two networks in the near future. 

However, there are gains to by made by physically integrating the two networks. Internet2 will merge the TR-CPS and R&E logical routed instances onto the same hardware platform. In some cases, this will eliminate redundant equipment, and in other cases, it will grow the reach of the two networks beyond their current footprints. 

To accomplish this, Internet2 will configure the existing R&E routers to maintain an instance of the TR-CPS network on the same router, and vice-versa. The R&E focused traffic will continue to traverse the AL2S network between the core nodes, while the TR-CPS focused traffic will continue to use the existing 10G backbone links that have been re-homed into the combined architecture. However, Internet2 staff may utilize the AL2S network for traffic growth in an opportunistic fashion. These decisions will be logged and reviewed by the Peering Steering Group. 

TR-CPS Backbone Headroom Principles

The current (as of 2014) Internet2 headroom practice doesn’t directly address the process for augmenting the TR-CPS backbone links. It’s crucial that Internet2 staff maintain an appropriate level of headroom on the network to accommodate gradual traffic growth, usage pattern changes due to temporary network outages, and large transient events (e.g. Apple software distribution, Netflix series availability, etc.). As a general rule, commodity network traffic is much more predictable than research and education network traffic and can be much better characterized with network analytics. In addition, the ecosystem of commodity network providers introduces a level of “art” to the management of network traffic in relation to the various peers. Finally, R&E networks are focused specifically on ensuring there is plentiful capacity to support bursty behavior from the researchers. Commodity networks are more commonly focused on the most efficient way to exchange traffic within the given ecosystem of commercial costs. This list of principles seeks to balance the need for deterministic and documented expectations of Internet2 staff with the need for discretion and contextual evaluation in the capacity management process. 

TR-CPS Capacity Management Principles

· Internet2 should seek to minimize the need to transport TR-CPS network traffic between Layer3 core nodes. Where possible, traffic between Internet2 Connectors and TR-CPS peers should drain locally within the same core-node. Where Connectors and Peers are separated by the backbone, Internet2 should endeavor to transport Connectors to the TR-CPS node via the AL2S network. Internet2 will create a set of best common practices (BCPs) for TR-CPS Network peering that will help Connectors steer their traffic flows to the most appropriate TR-CPS router. These BCPs will contain- but not be limited to- configurations that seek to minimize TR-CPS backbone traffic. 
· Internet2 should strive to maintain enough headroom for large-scale transient network events. Anticipated events will be shared with the community in advance, where possible, along with any augments or mitigation strategies Internet2 has put in place to address the event. These events will be logged and reviewed monthly by the peering steering group. 
· Internet2 will maintain per-peer network statistics. This will be reviewed in a weekly report by staff. Peers that are over 60% utilization will be flagged in the report and discussed on a weekly engineering call. Each peer discussed will be logged with the decision for monthly review by the peering steering group. The peering steering group reviews will be logged with the decision. 
· Internet2 will maintain a soft bandwidth limit of 20Gbps for each 100Gbps layer 2/3 port under contract. Internet2 will not maintain any hard rate limiting on the edge connections and that bandwidth may be spread across the Connector’s edge ports.  Internet2 will maintain per-Connector network statistics. This will be reviewed in a weekly report by staff. Connectors that are utilizing over 60% of their allotted TR-CPS bandwidth will be flagged in the report and discussed on a weekly staff engineering call. Each participant discussed will be logged with the decision for monthly review by the peering steering group. The peering steering group reviews will be logged with the decision. Internet2 will make the Connector aware that it’s usage is over 60% of its alloted TR-CPS usage. If Internet2 and the Connector mutually agree to a mitigation strategy, it will be logged and acted upon. 
· Internet2 will endeavor to utilize the Internet2 Layer1 network to augment bandwidth between Layer3 core nodes for TR-CPS traffic. Internet2 may, at its discretion, utilize the Internet2 AL2S network for inter-node traffic growth. Internet2 will maintain statistics on aggregate backbone usage. Engineers will review a report on backbone usage weekly and the peering steering group will review the report monthly. Internet2 will log all decisions to augment backbone capacity or utilize AL2S and all new decisions will be reviewed monthly by the peering steering group.
· Peers on a common exchange point will be monitored and reviewed weekly by Internet2 staff. These peers will be flagged for review when they consume a more than 1.5Gbps of the common exchange interconnect transport. Decisions regarding these peers will be logged and reviewed monthly by the peering steering group. 

Net+ Traffic Integration

One of the goals of the Layer3 integration is to provide greater flexibility on how Internet2 Connectors receive their Net+ routes. In addition, the combined infrastructure provides additional opportunities for connectivity that should be discussed. This section runs through some of those considerations. 

Net+ Background
Internet2 currently connects with all Net+ peers via its R&E network. Those routes are only advertised to its Connectors via the R&E peerings. Internet2 has contractual relationships with Net+ providers to ensure that their routes are distributed to the Internet2 Connectors. Internet2 is aware that some Connectors don’t peer with the TR-CPS network or- more commonly- don’t send the full set of their customer routes onto the TR-CPS network. Given the focus of the R&E network support of large network flows, the R&E infrastructure is generally configured to support large Net+ providers such as Amazon Web Services via it’s jumbo-frame-enabled 100G backbone. This extends into the Connector networks as well, with many Connectors treating their R&E connections more openly than their TR-CPS connectivity. 

However, there are scenarios were connecting a Net+ provider to the TR-CPS network may be desirable. It could be easier to peer with smaller Net+ providers via the commercial IXPs that are homed to the TR-CPS AS. Internet2 also understands that some Connectors find it desirable to obtain connectivity to commercial Net+ peers over their infrastructure that’s dedicated to commercial connectivity. 

In addition, it is clear that not all Net+ providers will have the same requirements of the network. A significant number will be providing a service that conforms to predictable, commercial traffic characteristics. Others will be more focused towards supporting research use and will be able to take advantage of the high-performance characteristics of the Internet2 R&E backbone. To complicate the issue, some Net+ providers will serve both constituencies (e.g. AWS and other IaaS providers).

To address these needs and offer maximum flexibility, , Internet2 will entertain provide peer-facing connectivity in both the R&E and TR-CPS logical networks. It will also make the routes available to Connectors across both sets of peerings. There are some implementation details that need to be worked out regarding the incongruent set of routes that both networks receive from the Connectors.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Providing that level of flexibility will require a more detailed conversation with the entire connector community to make certain that all issues are thoroughly vetted, and that where possible we can come to consensus on some BCPs.   These will be identified and discussed publicly withinThat conversation will be managed via the Internet2 NTAC. Internet2 will provide Connectors with the controls needed to manage their preferred method of receiving Net+ routes. 	Comment by Chris Robb: John Moore: have a look at this section. It doesn't do your much more artfully worded suggestion justice. 

Network Management

Peering Steering Group
Internet2 will convene a small, focused advisory group that receives regular and frequent updates on peering requests, architectural changes, operational issues, and augmentation needs. They will receive more detailed reporting on the state of the network core and edge and will participate in the process of applying the commodity headroom principles. 

Operational Data
The consolidation of the network will also drive the consolidation of many of the Internet2 NOC’s management tools. There will be some behinds-the-scenes enhancements that will allow for a more holistic and unified approach to capacity planning with the combined infrastructure. Internet2 will work with the Peering Steering Group to evaluate its reporting tools to ensure maximum usefulness to both Internet2 staff and its Connectors. 
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